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THE CHANGED FACE OF ENGLAND 


, Mr. Priestley Makes an Interesting Journey of Discovery at Home 
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ENGLISH JOURNEY. By J. B. 
TRustrat 





Pries f° ed. 336 pp. 
ge York: Harper 4 Brothers. 
By PETER MONRO JACEK 


EING a rambling but trutb-. 
ful account [continues Mr. 
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he had gone out to see (conditions 
that very few Londoners are really 
pressed. It is standardized, “‘Amer-|@ware of), while he delights, as a 
novelist, in the toughness and vari- 
ety of character that thrived on 
such conditions. ; 
However the paradox may be 
solved, it is certain that “English 
and Keats: the properties | audience. A general duliness pre-| Journey” is the most thoughtful and 
fathers of | vaile over the imitation sophistica-| courageous book that Mr. Priestley 
were 
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- The Story-Telling Art 
Of Mr. Maugham 


His Collected Tales Reveal His Great Talents 
And His Shortcomings 


EAST AND WEST. The Collected 
Short Stories of W. Somerset 
Maugham. 955 pp. Garden 
City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Page 4 
Co. $3. 


By LOUIS KRONENBERGER 


HIS book makes very interest- 
ing and very disappointing 
reading. One finds one’s 
self in the presence of an 

astounding story-teller and passes 
from each of these stories to the 
next with the impatient zest that 
only expert story-telling can foster. 
It is not conceivable that anybody 
should be bored Mr. 
Maugham; he is the sort of writer 
who can choose a subject in which 
you have no interest, who can in- 
deed choose a subject that you 
definitely dislike, and yet by his gift 
for narrative compel you to read on 
to the end. He is perhaps the least 
dull writer, for the largest body of 
readers, of his generation: both the 
man who reads Tolstoy and the 
man who reads Sabatini can read 
Maugham ‘with understanding and 
relish. Among living writers in 
English only Kipling and Tarking- 
ton, it. seems to me, can equally 
share that honor. 

Nor is this kinship with Kipling 
and Tarkington in any sense for- 
tuitous; there is a very marked rea- 
son why all three men can attract 
everybody from the man in the 
street up to the genuine highbrow. 
All three are men of great natural 
talent .with an astonishing power 
of story-telling, and all three ar2 
men, whose sense of values lags far 
behind their ability. The picture 
they give us of life plainiy has noth- 
ing in common with the skill they 
display in painting it. For those 
who are content with the picture 
the skill shown in painting it is of 
course an extraordinary boon. But 
for those who are not content with 
the picture the skilled brushwork 
becomes, sooner or later, an object 
of dissatisfaction. It seems more 
than wasteful; it seems almost im- 
moral. For to see talent glorifying 
shoddiness, particularly when in the 
same hands you have seen it glorify 
truth, is a pretty unpleasant busi- 
ness. But certainly in most of Kip- 
ling’s work one looks in vain for 
the light that shines through his 
half dozen best stories; in most of 
Tarkington’s work one looks in vain 
for the conviction carried by “‘Alice 
Adams"; and in all of Maugham’s 
later writing one looks in vain for 
the realistic promise of the early 
novels and the unchallenged reality 
of “Of Human Bondage.”’ i: 

These thirty stories, most of them 
quite long as short stories go, are 
the products of the past fifteen 
years. The first of them, ‘‘Rain,’’ 
was written in the same year that 
Maugham published his last satis- 
factory book, ‘‘The Moon and Six- 
pence’; and they very definitely 
represent the arrived and mature 
man. Since it took him almost no 
time at all to master the short-story 
medium, we can at once dismiss 
from our inquiry any considerations 
-of technique. Maugham started off 


& great deal more; on the technical 
side there is nothing further to say. 
But in all the years he has spent in 
writing these stories he has ac- 
quired beyond additional 
skill; he began with’ a catchpenny 
and spectacular tale that lies all on 
the surface, and nothing he did 
afterward can be regarded as real- 
ly more important or substantial. 
His themes, when you come to 
think about them, are remarkably 
varied, his locales are diversified, 
his story-telling is flexible; and yet 
for all their variety these tales seem 
altogether alike and produce an al- 
together like effect. The curse of 





a common point of view, and a 
very unsatisfying point of view, lies 
heavily upon them. The curse of a 
solved, tabloid outlook on life dis- 
figures, belittles, desiccates them: 
It is not quite the outlook or point 
of view of the fairly well educated 


reader who may be described as/- 


Maugham’s most enthusiastic audi- 
ence; Maugham himself is on the 
one hand too superior, on the other 
hand too clever, to succumb to that 
outlook. But it is that outlook 
fortified by an immense worldliness 
—a worldliness so cynical, so adapt- 
able, so penetrable that it lends to 
the provincial mind its own cosmo- 
politan eyes; and with those ¢yes 
one can see a great deal further 
than usual without seeing the iéast 
bit deeper. Maugham has dowered 
these stories with all his sophistica- 
tion and wit and social presence, 
but he has made his gifts orna- 
mental, not useful: nowhere has 
brilliance served to uncover depth— 
it has been turned into a kaleido- 
scope, not into a light. 


is a momentry catch in our throats 
at the end of ‘“The Alien Corn” ; the 
next moment we feel emotionally 
duped. And once the spell is broken, 
it is broken forever; nothing in the 





world can make us believe Mr. 
Maugham’s contrived illusion again. 
It is because, in every respect, 
Maugham is so much the reverse 
of a fool that all 900 pages of this 


tion, how much intimate reality he 
has left out. 

Maugham points out in his pref- 
ace that, though many of these 
stories are told in the first person, 
they are in no way to be thought of 
;}as his own experiences. Yet the 
constant play of the “‘I’’ throughout 
this book has a very disconcerting 
effect. For the “I’’ is always a 
well-off and poised novelist who 
moves in the smartest society—a 
tiresome sort of narrator who pres- 
ently grows into a very snobbish 
symbol. It is a calculated snobbery 
which is doubtless not true of Mr. 
Maugham himself, but which adds 
a further touch of worldly glamour 
to the very clever story-teller who 
would rather impress magazine 
readers than add to his stature as a 
writer. The same touch, for me, 
often spoils the lighter stories, 
which—since they‘are written frank- 
ly to amuse—are the best things in 
the book. Some of them are much 
in the manner of Max Beerbohm, 


they 
are the situations of real life, and 
Maugham has let them be played 





but for a number of reasons they 
fall short of Beerbohm's success. 
For Beerbohm is much wittier and 
much more delicate, and he uses the 
artistic scene in a subtler way. Also 
the snob in him is based on a tem- 
perament, and ig revealed with dis- 
arming playfulness. At heart 
Maugham is perhaps less of a snob, 
but on paper he seems much more 
of one. : 
Here is, beéYond doubt, one of the 
most readable books that have been 
}published in a very long time. But 
here too is the wreck of a very con- 
siderable talent, and it is a wreck 
in no way splendid. In their poorer 
work most writers of merit offer. 


at their best; but whoever can find 

in these brilliantly flashy pieces any _ 
evidence of the solid worth of Philip 
Carey's journey through life, or 
even of the honest grossness and 
humor of “Lisa of Lambeth,” has 
much deeper insight than I have. 
The Maugham of these pages seems 





to me an entirely different person. 
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The diet is more limited than in 
slavery times, being confined most- 
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THE REBEL RAIDER: A Life of 
341 pp. 
The Bobbs-Merrill 


8 .  IRustrated. 
Indianapolis: 


$3.50. 


By R. L. DUFFUS 


John Hunt Morgan. By Howard 
Company. 
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in Bate ‘Abbey, Richmond, Va. (Copyright by Confederate Memorial Institute.) 
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The Little We Know About 
~ Miguel de Cervantes 


A Spanish Biography of the Great Satirist W hich Approaches 
- Him With Sympathy and-Understanding — 


on deck to feel the sun’s kisses on 
his maltreated flesh." ; 


THE LIFE AND MISADVEN-|B. Wells, has as usual done an ex- 
TURES OF MIGUEL DE CER-| cellent job of rendering. He knows 
VANTES. By Mariano Tomas. how to turn out prose that 
Translated from the Spanish by re a 
Warre B. Wells. Illustrated. 255 | Smooth, with an ag . 
pp. Boston: Houghton Mifflin|and hits off very well Mariano 
Company. $3. Tom4s’s sultry turn of phrase. Oc- 

By BETTY DRURY casional metaphors, however, are 

B. TREND asserts that Byron | Puzzling, like this one about the 

was wrong when he said >: “It was 

@ Cervantes “smiled” Spain‘s 

chivalry away. However that | its chosen vessel between the hands 

may be, there were certainly few|°f suffering, so that afterwards, 

romances of chivalry put on the| Tipe as succulent fruit, it should 
market after the unveiling of Cer-| > 

vantes’s-portrait of a paladin. 

The life story of the celebrated 
satirist, like that of his distin- F : 

guished contemporary, Shake- 2 Italian lyric forms into the penin- 

speare, is almost lost in the mists of ; 

uncertainty. Relatively few bio- 

graphical details can be authenti- 

cated; the rest is guesswork. Mari- 
ano Tomés fills in the lacunae 
gracefully and sympathetically, 
with reverence as well as fancy. 

“This book of mine may be re 

garded,’’ he says, ‘‘as serving the 

purpose of a pitcher, thrust into 
the stream of his works. It ten- 
ders to your lips, thirsting for in- 
formation about his life, the trickle 
which is all that one can offer to 
satisfy "ay 

Briefly, the Cervantes we know was 
born in 1547 at Alcal4 de Henares, 
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of his left hand. Held captive 
some five years by Algerian 


TAT 
Hite 
HEE 
preted 

tt 
Hue 
HEE 


Cervantes in Prison. 


The Mechanical World of the Future 


THE REVOLT AGAINST MECH- 
ANISM. By L. P. Jacks. 
Pp. New York: The Macmillan 
Company. $1. 
HIS little book contains the lec-/ 5+ 
tures delivered by Mr. Jacks 
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“Thunderstorms Come Up in Java With Dramatic Suddenness. * * * Five Minutes After This Picture 
Was Taken the Whole World Was Blotted Out.” 


JAVA RAGEANT. a. W. Pon 
. RB. G. &. pp. Thue 
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By HENRY E. ARMSTRONG 
HE title is well chosen. Java 


Their art, literature and culture 
are chiefly Javanese. As for the 
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A Study in the Origins o 


THE ORIGINS OF MODERN 
SPAIN. By J. B. Trend. 220 
pp. New York: The Macmilian 
Company. $2.50. 

ROFESSOR TREND has pro- 
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By PF. F. ROCKWELL 
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FORTHCOMING 
BOOKS 


FICTION. 


“Tus Lirtis Wor.” Francie 
Brett Young. (Harper.) Sep- 
tember. . 


NON-FICTION. 


“Nor I, Bur roe Winp.” Frieda 
Lawrence. (Viking Press.) 
October. 


“GaNGPLANKS TO THES East.” 
Ilamm. (Rae D. Hen- 

kle.) September. 

“Ant AND Propacanna.”” Maz East- 

ee man. (Knopf.) September. 
“Reregat From Giorr.”” 2B. H. 

Bruce Lockart. (Putnam’s.) 

October. 


“My Own Story.” Marie Dresse- 
ler. (Little, Brown.) October. 
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sued on Aug. 24 by G. P. Putnam's 
Sons. It was forbidden to bring 
this book into Engiand and France 
during the World War, and after 
four printings in this country it was 
suppressed at the request of the 
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"(Without a single e | 
this is Mr. Priestley’s best book.” J 


—MANCHESTER NEWS (Eng) 
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Author of “Angel Pavement” and 
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Priestie 


“The Good Companions” 





















Tremendous \ 
Success | 
int England 


| chi vol ae ee 
| regarded as its author's 
Hi it work.”—Evening 


Standard 





*- + ¢ 
“The most valuable book 
that Mr. Priestley has writ- 
ten.”—Sunday Express. 

* ¢ 8 
“A thrilling tour with an in- 
witty, human, candid and 
revealing.” —Daily Herald. 

* *¢ & 
“I recommend it above all 
others of Mr. Priestiey’s 
books.”—Yorkshire Post. 





Over 50,000 copies sold in England! 


You will feel that you are reading about your | 


own neighbors and your own town as you 
read this account of a journey through pres- 
ent-day England, during which Mr. Priestley 
meets and talks with all manner of people. 
-He attempts to prove nothing—he travels 


to see how his fellow-countrymen live, what. 


they hope for—and the result is a revelation. 
He, too, finds unemployment, 
remarkably frank and acute observations 
might be a startling commentary on condi- 
tions in our own country. A book of profeund 
social significance. Louis Adamic, author of 
“The Native’s Return,” says “I read it with 
keen interest and pleasure. Having read it 
and Strachey’s ‘Coming Struggle for Power’, 
I feel that I know something about England.” 
Illustrated. $3.00 
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ste Greig. 310 pp. Garden City, 
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MUST 
By Alice Grant Rosman $2.00 


SELLERS . 


By Sholom Asch 
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By Margery Sharp $2.50 


By Neil H. Swanson $2.50 








Discriminating Readers Everywhere Are 
Telling Their Friends They Must Read 
JAMES HILTON’S 
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calls it “The loveliest writing that has 
new PRINTING 
been dene in years.” - ee ' 


The KansasCity Star sxyx“Beforethe | 00a FP oor 
reader is through he will have added Mr. : 
Chips to his list ofbeloved book characters.” | 4th PRINTING : 


5000 or- 

Alexander Woollcott in McCall's dered Jaly 11th. 
calls it “One of the best short | seh PRINTING: 

stories in the English language.” 


An Atlantic Book. $1.25 : 
LITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY | 
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of marriage or the snapping of bill 
collectors at its heels. 
Unembarrassed by exposure, for 
that was its livelihood, it crumpled 
only when an Irish girl called it « 
bore. It was quite a mustache-twirl- 
ing, perky Don Juan of a skeleton 
until Clara Ramage packed it away 
in moth balls. Reggie’s exhibitionist frame 
does its fan dance in the scintillating story 
by Keith Fowler, the literary find of the 


= Here’s Reggie Libaire’s skeleton, 


year. 
This Rabelaisian, rowdy masterpiece of 
irony, which the critics are shouting over, 
is one of the*wiftiest and raciest novels _ 
published in the present decade. $2.50 


SKELETONS 
IN ALL THE 
‘CLOSETS 

by KEITH FOWLER . 


MACAULAY © 381 Fourth Avenve © N.Y. 

































One of the most beautiful 
@“‘It is 2 joyful task to lead readers to a book 
that has all the allurement of the travels of Marco 

Polo.””—Harry Hansen, Harper’s Magazine 


@“A fascinating book of adventure, discovery 
and hairbreadth escapes!’’—The New York Times 


CON 
of TIBET 


“A Conquest of Tibet is as nearly as possible 
pM sar a Eatthnatn, Geourten Micaas at 
Literature 

“Superb adventure! Makes the verage travel 
| as oem Me cay tiie tee eee 
@ “It is'an adventure itself to pick up this book 
trated.”—James C. Grey, N. Y. 





Sun 


record of epical discoveries set down 
in a fascinating manner.’’—Herschel Brickell, 
oe Y. Evening Post : 
By SVEN HEDIN, author of “Across the Gobi Desert” 
Wustrated with 250 drewings by the author—400 pegep—DUTTON 
\ Already in its 3rd Printing! 








The dramatic and tragic 
experience of a girl whe 
might have been Empress 


‘A ROMANCE OF BYZANTIUM) 








, by GEORGE HANDRULIS 
This is a swiftly moving and fascinating 
story of a charming, clever and beautiful 
giti, Kassia. No period is more thrilling, 
no lives more glamorous and eventful, than 
found in this romance. It will hold every 

Price $2.50 reader who has a taste for high adventure. 


Athenaeum Publishing Company, 444 Madison Ave., New York 
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| t Books Received manne g 
| Latest Books Received. READING IN 
History and Biography Bensley Bruere and Mary Beara] York: DC. Heh & Go 88. ONE BIG VOLUME 
COLONY PLUS. By-C. M.| 8vo. Néw York: E. P. Dutton. $4. An introduction to sociology for ; 
Svo. Jeanette, Pa.: An account of women’s humor in| high school classes. Generous selections from the 
'A study of the formative years of theless ‘To be punted Ane. 14. GROWTH OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. weeks 0660 modem Americen 
Pennsylvania, and a biography of | oo. : Second Series.| worth Carlson and A. 7 Ross. authors. 30 of them are: 
James Buchanan. ‘Editea ‘and Edmund Free-| 12mo. New York: Longmans, & Co. 
FABULOUS MONSTER. By J. Daniel can ane, New feck: Masper & A textbook in American history 
Chamier, Svo. -New York: Longmans,| Brothers. §2.75. ; for senior high school classes. Sherwood Ring Lardner 
pp ese gee oak: A collection of ay —_— wun sone peo rd 
heim. To be published Aug. 15. ae aeareen : ~—— Travel and Description a #1. L. Mencken 
JOURNALS OF THE CONTINENTAL —_—— INDIAN PATCHWORK. By Edward and Lewis Munford 
a eg egg Philosophy and Religion _ cart. Brose © Ga ceaies Cangcan Ont Pas 


8vo. “D. C.: United States | perry AND REVOLUTION. Adolf 
Government. Printing Office. Rallor imo. New Tork: Fieming “ 
Volume XXX includes the records | Revell Company. $2. 


ee re ee nates Lectures on the pry mam : tae > Sealpe Seat 
ume XXXI those from Aug. problems underlying present Passos 

to Dec. 31, 1786. changes in European religious New Editions and Reprints Tcedere Ovoleer © Con Ven oan 
THE ITALIANS IN AMERICA BEFORE| life. THE MASTER MUSICIANS. Batted by T.S. Eliot peaaibenb  d 


THE CIVIL WAR. By Giovanni Schiavo. | way two WORLDS? Mayer. 
8vo. New York: The Vigo Press, 2 Rector 12mo. Philadelphia, Pa 5. B Lippinsoti 
Historical Society. $5. Company 






ge The relation of ‘physical to| series ‘of musical biographies, Jos. Hergesheimer Elinor Wylie 
Italians in building up the Ameri | ®Piritual realities... Se ae Se 
Lonb, Ranping Axo yas caste ‘ay| BY Seamecamnvocame, gr to | “Beethoven.” by Marion MODERN 
: y le Appileton-Century fe . “e io wrence 
Derek, Waxer-amith, ovo” 6 *°™*| An everyday philosophy for the| Erb; and Haydn,” by J. Cuth- 
An account of the cases| ™odern man. bert Hadden. 


principal uate : 
on ee Serene B= S| AMERICAN PROSE 
THe STARS COME. OUT. Rob-| New York: Harcourt, Brace $2. : 


& Co. 
CARLYIS S18 OCD AGB, 30m eet. By | ext W.. Baker. 2mm. New York: The An enlarged edition. To be pub- ' 


MacArthur’ Sve, New York: £ F. Dutton | Viking Press. $2.50. lished Aug. 16. : 
MacArthur. : ' at teiecbeetlin tn ek torl, ¢ ae Edited by Ceri Van Doren. Virtually a library in one book, this 900 
The sixth and last volume of Wil-| readers of high school and col-| MOLOGY. By A. D. Imms. 8vo. New page volume includes: twelve episodes 
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Ficti THE GOOD By Biencos| Vised. studies in literary criticism; the great American war play, “What Price Glory?” 
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LUMINOUS ISLE. By Eviot Bliss. sean, — eins PC Miscellaneous authors and an interesting discussion of American literature by Carl Van Doren. 
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LET Us SEND You 
THis GREAT BOOK 
by Lowell Thomas 


To Reap FREE- 


We want you to see for yourself the amazing book values 
this new kind of book club brings to its members. ‘They get 
books first published at $2.00 to $3.50 FOR ONLY $1 EACH! 
This free trial will explain, more clearly than anything we 
can say, why over 112,000 members have so enthusiastically 
welcomed this new plan. 


FREE MEMBERSHIP 
the Doubleday One Dollar Book Club Saves 
You $1 to? 25? on & Good Book Bach Month. 































ROLLING STONE 
By Lowell Thomas 


“Lowell Thomas has traveled so widely 
that he is an ideal biographer of other 
men who have gotten off the beaten path, 
and in Radclyffe Dugmore he has found 
an ideal subject.”—New York Evening Post. 


“Major Arthur Dugmore’s adventuring carried him 
from his Irish castle on the edge of the great bog to 
the Mediterranean, the Aegean, Africa, and wherever 





obligation, will you try this new money- ter than, the original. For 

saving plan? Over 112,000 people have example, “Rolling Stone,” 
already accepted this offer. Free Member- byl Th ted 
ship in this new kind of book club now en- omas, is prin 
titles them to obtain books on the Club List © fine antique paper, 
first published at $2.00 to $3.50—for ONLY bound in handsome black e: 
$1.00 EACH. . cloth tastefully stamped in gold. It jnatale 


There is still time for you to get one of 311 pages. 


\" OUR EXPENSE, without cost or tion identical with, or bet- 


is oleh r™ 





of our 
these Free Memberships. You do not have How Does this Plan 
to buy any particular number of books. — ee Dugmore was 
You buy only those you really want, when Every month (provided you wish it) the iol 
you want them. You pay for them only after postman brings you a good book like this. You scoutson® 
you have examined them. If you TAKE pay nothing in advance—nothing to the post- pi cag 3s 
nothing you PAY nothing. And every book man. You alone are the judge of whether blood pressure = 
you do take means a clear saving. ‘ you wish to keep it. Each book is yours for a a saat ; 
Good Books by Great Writers three days’ free reading. Before you pay for ae ae ee Serene 
it, you first make sur¢é you want it. If you by Major Dugmore. 

_One month the book offered may be a fas- to i¢ you are sure you will-enjoy it—then The New York Sun calls this: 

cinating Biography. The next month it may times. A glance at the 
be absorbing Travel or Adventure, or an out- YOu merely send $1 for it, plus ten cents for that is necessary to assure the reader that Lowell 
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standing work of Fiction. It is always a book aiiden sad pantale 
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i 
é 
i 


i Stecrioni * i ORES : fast-moving , crowded 
pect ait 2 gt eae aot ” ‘ Sorta ‘ — wi orth with dency 
pesca appeal/simply return it and pay nothing. Or, aes hear good wheat eo tha 


if you wish, order any alternate book de- 

months have inchuded H. G. Wells, W. Som- ®«tibed in the Monthly Bulletin (sent free to 

erset Maugham, Christopher Morley, Clem- members only). Or you may take no book 

ence Dane, William McFee, and other best- at all, any month you so prefer. At all times 

selling writers. you take only the books you want, and pay 
Every book is a highgrade volume, an edi- for only the books you keep! 
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Tm Pay 
mares 1 FREE TRIAL—Send No Money | * st.'oe™ 
Pee sw Free as 2 Club Member and send me each L, Save $1.00 to $2.50 on every 
the eT ee ont bes Beet Seles, coe } EE for yourself—at our risk—how enthusiastic you will —— 
serine pith Raling See Til canine eck Sok be with this common-sense, money-saving plan. Try it. Bf 5 15. os FEW books ss you 
pr ype ogg ge ae rey ee Accept “Rolling Stone” for free reading. Unless went, 
which cave {am to hve the privege echoing tn alternate -with the kind of books the Club offers members for only $1, 3, Bess which ware bat alle 
srs Club Member in any way exept to Boonen 4 the trial costs you nothing, places you under no obligation. cient ke them ort 
docte discontinue membership Send coupon without money. W will send exunination 
ee Sule” peathas pragela. Tesiadas end reed it. If you like it—keep it AO Siro pe Selo 
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